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ACCELERATING FOOD SYSTEMS TRANSFORMATION THROUGH
THE INTEGRATION OF TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATIVE FINANCE
TO SUPPORT SMALLHOLDER FARMERS IN AFRICA

Smallholder farmers in Africa face numerous challenges that hinder
their productivity and livelihoods. Low crop yields are a significant
issue, often due to factors such as poor-quality seeds, lack of
mechanization, and insufficient funding. These farmers typically
cultivate small plots of land and rely on manual labour, which is less
efficient and more time-consuming. Additionally, limited access to
credit and financial services makes it difficult for them to invest in
better inputs and technologies. Climate change further exacerbates
these challenges, with unpredictable weather patterns, droughts,
and floods devastating crops and reducing agricultural
productivity.Smallholder farmers in Africa face numerous
challenges that hinder their productivity and livelihoods. Low crop
yields are a significant issue, often due to factors such as
poor-quality seeds, lack of mechanization, and insufficient funding.
These farmers typically cultivate small plots of land and rely on
manual labour, which is less efficient and more time-consuming.
Additionally, limited access to credit and financial services makes it
difficult for them to invest in better inputs and technologies. Climate
change further exacerbates these challenges, with unpredictable
weather patterns, droughts, and floods devastating crops and
reducing agricultural productivity.

HEIFER’S APPROACH

Heifer International Africq, in collaboration
with various partners, is demonstrating that
integrating technology and innovative
financing can significantly transform the
lives of smallholder farmers. We provide
access to high-quality seeds and modern
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farming equipment, promote
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microloans and insurance options.
Additionally, Heifer offers training programs
and helps farmers connect with markets to
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sell their produce at fair prices, thereby
increasing their incomes.




MECHANIZATION IN AFRICA

Africa’s agriculture sector is heavily reliant on manual
labour, hindering productivity and food security. Heifer
Africa partnered with Hello Tractor to address this
challenge by introducing a Pay-As-You-Go tractor
financing service. This innovative solution provides
affordable tractor rentals through a technology
platform, making it easier for smallholder farmers to
access and utilize mechanized equipment.
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AGRI-INSURANCE

Heifer International is empowering African smallholder
farmers through agricultural insurance. Our Area Yield
Index Insurance (AYII) scheme, developed by Pulg,
provides coverage against climate-related losses.
Farmers pay the premium after harvesting their crops,
reducing financial risk and enhancing resilience.
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CLIMATE ADVISORY

Heifer International empowers smallholder farmers to
adapt to climate change through climate-smart
agriculture practices. We provide training, information
services Ignitia climate information solution, and
support for innovative farming techniques, enabling
farmers to enhance resilience, increase productivity,
and contribute to sustainable food systems.
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FARMER VISIBILITY

Heifer International is expanding access to finance for
smallholder farmers in Tanzania, Kenya and Nigeria

through a digital platform. Developed with Mastercard,
this platform enhances financial inclusion by improving

data visibility and traceability in agriculture, enabling
farmers to save, access credit, and build resilient
businesses.
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DIGITAL EXTENSION SERVICES, DAIRY VET AND ADVISORY

Ay 368,822

Heifer Africa empowers smallholder
farmers in Kenya through digital
extension services. Partnering with
mobile tech companies, we provide
remote access to dairy farming
information and training. This initiative
enhances productivity, improves
livelihoods, and aligns with Heifer's

mission of empowering farmers through

sustainable agricultural practices.
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DIGITAL INCLUSION AND ACCESS TO FINANCE

Heifer Africa and ThriveAgric are
promoting financial inclusion for
smallholder farmers in Nigeria through
the AYuTe project. By facilitating bank
account opening, distributing bank
cards, and establishing POS operators,
we are increasing access to formal

financial services in rural communities.

This initiative leverages digital tools to
empower farmers and enhance their
economic resilience.
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ACCESS TO INFORMATION

Heifer Africa supports Zambian smallholder farmers by providing
access to information. Working with Brastorne, we offer training
workshops, and online resources on sustainable agriculture,
market trends, and climate resilience. This enables farmers to
make informed decisions, improve livelihoods, and strengthen

Zambia's agricultural sector.

W Zambia «




SHEIFER

INTERNATIONAL

DAYO ADUROJA OMOTOLA OYEBANJO
FOR MORE

DETAIL Director, Youth and Innovation, Regionql (_)ommunicatjons Director,
CONTASCT Africa Programs, Heifer International Africa, Heifer International
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